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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION  AND  BY-LAWS. 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

State  of  Maine. 

///   the   year    of   our   Lord  one   thousand  eight  hundred  and 

twenty-two. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Maine  Historical  Society. 

Section  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Legislature  assembled,  That  William  Allen,  Albion 
K.  Parris,  Prentiss  Mellen,  William  P.  Preble,  Ichabod  Nichols, 
Edward  Payson,  Joshua  Wingate,  Junior,  Stephen  Longfellow, 
Junior,  Ceorge  Bradbury,  Ashur  Ware,  Edward  Russell,  Benja- 
min Orr,  Benjamin  Hasey,  William  King,  Daniel  Rose,  Benjamin 
Ames,  Isaac  Lincoln,  Benjamin  Vaughan,  Nathan  Weston,  Junior, 
Daniel  Coney,  Robert  PI.  Gardiner,  Sanford  Kingsbery,  Elipha- 
let  Gillet,  Thomas  Bond,  John  Merrick,  Peleg  Sprague,  James 
Parker,  Ariel  Mann,  Ebenezer  T.  Warren,  Benjamin  Tappan, 
Reuel  Williams,  James  Bridge,  Hezekiah  Packard,  Samuel  E. 
Smith,  William  Abbott,  Leonard  Jarvis,  John  Wilson,  William 
D.  Williamson,  Jacob  McGaw,  David  Sewall,  John  Holmes,  Jon- 
athan Cogswell,  Josiah  W.  Seaver,  William  A.  Hayes,  Joseph 
Dane,  Ether  Shepley,  Enoch  Lincoln,  Horatio  G.  Balch,  and 
Judah  Dana,  with  their  fellows,  or  associates,  and  successors  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  made  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the 
name  of  the  Maine  Historical  Society;  and  by  that  name  may 
sue  and  be  sued,  plea  and  be  impleaded  ;  and  may  have  a  com- 
mon seal,  which  they  may  alter  at  pleasure  ;  and  may  hold  real 
estate,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  the  yearly  value  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  personal  estate  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  at 
any  one  time,  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and  may  choose  a  President, 
Librarian,  Treasurer,  and  such  other  officers,  as  they  may  think 
proper;  and  may  make  and  ordain  by-laws  for  the  government  of 


4 


MAINE    HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


said  Society ;  provided  the  same  are  not  repugnant  to  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  this  State. 

Section  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  annual  meeting 
of  said  Society  shall  be  held  at  Brunswick,  on  the  Tuesday  next 
preceding  the  annual  Commencement  at  Bowdoin  College,  for  the 
choice  of  officers,  and  the  admission  of  fellows,  and  a  general  ex- 
amination into  the  state  of  the  funds  and  concerns  of  the  Society. 

Section  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  Society  to  collect  and  preserve,  as  far  as  the  state  of  their 
funds  will  admit,  whatever,  in  their  opinion,  may  tend  to  explain 
and  illustrate  any  department  of  civil,  ecclesiastical  and  natural 
history,  especially  of  this  State  and  of  the  United  States.  And 
the  Legislature  of  this  State  shall  ever  have  the  right  to  examine 
into  and  ascertain  the  condition  of  said  Society,  and  to  alter,  limit, 
restrain,  enlarge,  or  repeal  any  of  the  powers  conferred  by  this 
charter  of  incorporation. 

Section  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  Prentiss  Mellen, 
ichabod  Nichols  and  Edward  Payson,  or  any  two  of  them  ait- 
authorized  to  call  the  first  meeting  of  said  Society,  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  the  same,  to  be  held  at  such  time  and  place  as  they 
may  designate,  by  publishing  a  notification  of  such  intended  meet- 
ing two  weeks  successively  in  such  of  the  public  newspapers, 
printed  in  Portland  and  Hallowell,  as  they  may  think  proper. 


In  the  House  ok  Representatives, 
February  4,  1822. 
This  bill,  having  had  three  several  readings,  passed  to  be 
enacted.  Benjamin  Amks,  Speaker. 


This  bill,  having  had  two  several  readings,  passed  to  be 


In  Senate,  February  5,  1822. 


enacted. 


Daniel  Rose,  President. 


Approved, 


February  5,  1822. 
Albion  K.  Partus. 
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State  of  Maine. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight. 

An  Act  repealing  the  second  section  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Maine  Historical  Society,"  passed  Febru- 
ary 5th,  a.  D.  1822,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Section  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Legislature  assembled,  That  the  second  section  of  the 
Act  aforesaid,  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Section  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Maine  Historical 
Society  be  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to  hold  their  annual  and 
other  meetings,  at  such  times  and  places  as  they  may  think 
proper. 


In  the  Hou.se  ok  Representatives, 
February  13,  1828. 
This  bill,  having  had  three  several  readings,  passed  to  be 
enacted.  John  Ruggles,  Speaker. 


In  Senate,  February  14,  1828. 
This  bill,   having  had  two  several  readings,   passed  to  be 
enacted.  Robert  P.  Dun  lap,  President. 

February  15,  1828. 
Approved.  Enoch  Lincoln. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  Maine  Historical  Society  was  held 
at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Portland,  April  11th,  1822,  when  it 
was  duly  organized  and  the  following  officers  chosen,  viz  : 

Albion  K.  Parris,  President. 
Benjamin  Hasey,  Recording  Secretary. 
Edward  Russell,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Prentiss  Mellen,  Treasurer. 
Edward  Payson,  Librarian. 
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BY-LAW  S 

OF  THE 

MAINE    HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

REVISED  AND  RE-ADOPTED  JUNE  26,  1894. 

How  Composed. 

Section  i.  The  Society  shall  consist  of  Resident,  Corre- 
sponding and  Honorary  members. 

Resident  M  ic i\ i be r s . 

Section  2.  Resident  members  must  be  residents  of  Maine 
and  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred  in  number.  They  alone  have 
the  right  to  vote  ;  and  are  required  to  take  all  the  publications  of 
the  Society  issued  during  their  membership  and  pay  for  them  at 
cost.  In  addition  to  the  admission  fee,  each  Resident  member 
shall  pay  three  dollars  annually,  for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
Society ;  but  any  member  may  become  a  life  member,  and  shall 
be  exempted  from  such  annual  payment,  if,  at  any  time  after  his 
admission,  he  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  thirty  dollars  in  addition 
to  his  previous  payments.  Life  members  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  resident  members. 

Corresponding  Members. 

Section  3.  Non-residents  of  the  state  may  be  elected  corre- 
sponding members,  and  when  a  resident  member  removes  from 
the  state,  he  becomes  a  corresponding  member,  and  when  a  cor- 
responding member  takes  up  his  residence  in  the  state,  he  becomes 
a  resident  member  by  paying  the  admission  fee  of  ten  dollars. 
Corresponding  members  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
resident  members  except  voting,  holding  office  and  taking  part  in 
the  purely  business  transaction  of  the  Society. 


BY-LAWS. 
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Honorary  Members. 

Section  4.  Persons  whether  residents  of  the  state  or  not,  who 
shall  have  attained  an  eminent  distinction  in  history  or  kindred 
subjects,  or  shall  have  done  eminent  service  in  promoting  the 
objects  of  this  Society,  cr  who  have  been  resident  members  for  a 
period  of  not  less  than  thirty  years,  may  be  elected  honorary  mem- 
bers with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  corresponding  members. 

NTembers,  How  NOiMiNATEn. 

Section  5.  Nominations  of  resident  and  corresponding  mem- 
bers must  be  made  in  writing  by  a  resident  member  on  blanks 
provided  for  the  purpose  and  filed  with  the  Recording  Secretary, 
and  by  him  submitted  to  Standing  Committee.  Nominations  to 
the  Society  shall  be  made  only  by  that  committee,  and  must  be 
sent  to  each  resident  member  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  annual 
meeting,  but  shall  not  be  otherwise  published.  Nominations  for 
honorary  membership  shall  be  made  by  a  resident  member  direct- 
ly to  the  Society  at  the  annual  meeting  and  may  be  acted  upon  at 
the  same  meeting. 

Members,  How  Elected. 
Section  6.    Election  of  members  shall  take  place  only  at  the 
annual  meeting. 

A  list  of  the  nominations  for  resident  and  corresponding  mem- 
bers shall  be  furnished  to  each  member  entitled  to  vote,  to  be 
used  as  a  ballot  at  the  election.  The  erasure  of  the  name  of  any 
nominee  shall  be  a  vote  against  his  election,  and  no  candidate 
shall  be  elected  unless  he  receives  three-fourths  of  the  ballots 
cast.  No  more  than  one  nomination  for  honorary  membership 
shall  be  submitted  to  vote  at  a  time.  The  vote  shall  be  taken  by 
ballot,  each  member  voting  yes  or  no,  and  four-fifths  of  the  votes 
must  be  in  the  affirmative  to  elect  the  nominee. 

Admission  Eee. 
Section  7.    A  person  elected  a  resident  member  does  not 


8 


MAINE    HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


become  such  until  he  pays  to  the  Recording  Secretary  an  admis- 
sion fee  of  ten  dollars,  and  if  such  fee  is  not  paid  before  the  next 
annual  meeting  the  election  lapses. 

Forfeiture  of  Membership. 

Section  8.  Any  resident  member  who  shall  fail  to  attend 
three  successive  annual  meetings  of  the  Society  or  who  shall  fail 
to  comply  with  its  requirements  in  respect  to  its  publications  for 
the  term  of  six  months  after  he  shall  have  been  notified  thereof, 
shall  forfeit  his  membership  unless  he  shall  send  to  the  President 
within  the  period  embraced  by  said  annual  meetings  such  excuse 
as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  Society.  Forfeiture  of  membership 
shall  not  take  effect  until  declared  by  a  vote  of  the  Society. 

Meetings. 

Section  9.  The  Society  shall  hold  annual  meetings,  and  may 
hold  special  meetings  for  the  transaction  of  business  and  meetings 
for  the  reading  and  discussion  of  papers  and  action  thereon. 

Annual  Meeting. 

Section  10.  The  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  in  Brunswick 
during  Commencement  week,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  may  appoint.  At  the  annual  meeting  any  business 
which  the  Society  may  lawfully  transact  may  be  done  although 
notice  thereof  may  not  have  been  given  in  the  call. 

Special  Meetings. 

Section  ii.  Special  meetings  for  the  transaction  of  business 
may  be  called  by  the  President,  or  in  his  absence  by  the  Vice- 
president,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  call  the  meeting  on  the 
written  application  of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  of 
ten  resident  members.  No  business  shall  be  transacted  at  a 
special  meeting  that  is  not  specified  in  the  notice  of  such  meet- 
ing. 

Business  Meetings,  How  Notified. 

Section  12.  Notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  an- 
nual meeting  and  of  the  time,  place  and  objects  of  special  meet- 
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ings  shall  be  given  to  the  members  by  mail  at  least  seven  days 
before  the  meeting. 

Other  Meetings. 

Section  13.  Meetings  for  the  reading  and  discussion  of  papers 
and  acting  thereon  may  be  held  at  such  times  and  places  and 
upon  such  notice  as  the  Standing  Committee  shall  order. 

Quorum. 

Section  14.  Nine  resident  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  except  that  no  election  of  members 
shall  take  place  and  no  alteration  of  the  by-laws  be  made  unless 
fifteen  resident  members  are  present. 

Order  of  Business. 

Section  15.  At  all  meetings,  as  soon  as  the  President  has 
taken  the  chair,  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting  shall  be 
read,  after  which,  at  special  meetings,  the  business  for  which  the 
meeting  was  called  shall  be  transacted  ;  and  at  the  annual  meet- 
ings the  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows,  unless  the  Society 
otherwise  order,  viz  : 

1  st.  The  Librarian  and  Curator  shall  make  a  detailed  report 
of  whatever  has  been  received  by  them  since  the  last  meeting. 

2d.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  read  any  communica- 
tion he  may  have  received. 

3d.  The  unfinished  business  and  assignments  of  the  last  meet- 
ing shall  be  announced  to  the  President,  and  taken  up  in  their 
order. 

4th.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  be  called  upon  to  report 
its  doings  since  the  last  meeting. 

5th.  Reports  from  other  committees  shall  be  called  for,  after 
which,  members  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  any  propositions  or 
communications  on  the  objects  of  the  Society  ;  and  discuss  any 
subjects  proposed. 

Officers. 

Section  16.    The  officers  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice- 
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president,  Recording  Secretary,  Corresponding  Secretary.  Treas- 
urer, Biographer,  Librarian,  Curator,  and  a  Standing  Committee 
of  nine.  The  President,  Recording  Secretary  and  Corresponding 
Secretary  shall  also  be  ex-officio  members  of  this  committee. 

Officers,  How  Chosen. 

Section  17.  The  officers  shall  be  elected  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing by  ballot,  and  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  for  one  year, 
and  until  others  are  chosen  in  their  stead. 

Vacancies,  How  Filled. 

Section  18.  A  vacancy  occurring  in  any  office  may  be  fdled 
until  the  next  election  by  appointment  by  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee. If  the  officer  thus  appointed  be  required  to  give  a  bond  it 
may  be  approved  by  said  committee. 

Section  19.  The  President  shall  preside  in  all  meetings  of 
the  Society  when  present,  and  when  absent  the  Vice-president. 
In  absence  of  both  a  temporary  president  shall  lie  chosen  by 
hand  vote.  The  President  shall  be  ex-officio  chairman  of  the 
Standing  Committee. 

The  Recording  Secretary. 

Section  20.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  an  exact 
record  of  all  meetings  of  the  Society,  with  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers present  at  the  annual  meetings. 

He  shall  notify  members  elect  of  their  election  and  those  elected 
resident  members  of  the  terms  of  their  admission.  He  shall  re- 
ceive the  admission  fees  and  pay  them  over  to  the  Treasurer  as 
soon  as  received. 

He  shall  report  at  each  annual  meeting  the  names  of  those 
elected  resident  members  who  have  not  paid  their  admission  fee, 
and  also  report  the  names  of  members  who  have  not  complied 
with  other  provisions  of  the  by-laws. 

The  Correspondinc  Secretary. 
Section  21.    The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  carry  on  the 
correspondence  of  the  Society  not  otherwise  provided  for,  and 
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deposit  copies  of  the  letters  sent,  and  the  original  letters  re- 
ceived, in  regular  files  in  the  library. 

Treasurer. 

Section  22.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  belong- 
ing to  the  Society,  and  shall  make  and  keep  fair  entries  in  a  book 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  of  all  moneys  and  funds  of  the  Society 
that  may  come  to  his  hands,  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same ;  which  accounts  shall  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  members ;  and  at  every  annual  meeting  shall 
exhibit  in  writing  to  the  Society,  a  statement  of  his  accounts,  and 
of  the  funds  of  the  Society,  and  the  condition  of  all  the  property 
entrusted  to  him.  He  shall  pay  no  moneys  except  on  vote  of  the 
Society  or  upon  the  order  of  the  Standing  Committee.  lie  shall 
give  bond  with  sufficient  sureties  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

A  committee  of  two  persons,  to  l>e  nominated  by  the  chair, 
shall  be  appointed  at  the  annual  meeting  to  examine  the  Treas- 
urer's accounts  for  the  year,  and  report  thereon  at  the  succeeding 
annual  meeting. 

The  Biographer. 

Section  23.  ft  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Biographer  to  request 
from  each  resident  member  an  autobiography  in  brief,  also  a 
cabinet  photograph  portrait,  and  to  report  at  each  annual  meeting 
the  necrology  of  the  members  for  the  year. 

Standing  Committee. 

Section  24.  The  Standing  Committee  may  appoint  a  com- 
mittee on  publication  and  shall  exercise  the  following  powers: — 

1  st.  They  shall  regulate  all  the  common  expenses  of  the  So- 
ciety and  make  necessary  purchases  for  the  expense  of  which  they 
may  draw  on  the  Treasurer. 

2d.  They  shall  assist  the  Librarian  and  Curator  when  it  shall 
be  necessary  in  arranging  and  preserving  the  books,  manuscripts, 
et  cetera,  belonging  to  the  Society. 
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3d.    They  shall  inspect  the  records  and  inquire  if  the  orders  of 
the  Society  are  carried  into  effect. 

4th.  It  shall  be  a  part  of  their  duty  to  inquire  for  and  take 
judicious  measures  within  the  means  of  the  Society  to  procure 
books,  manuscripts  and  relics  of  historical  interest  for  the  benefit 
of  the  institution. 

5th.    They  shall  prepare  such  business  as  mr,y  deserve  the 
attention  of  the  Society. 

6th.    They  shall  approve  the  bond  of  any  officer  of  the  Society 
required  to  give  a  bond. 

7th.  In  the  absence  of  a  specific  vote  of  the  Society,  all  invest- 
ments and  changes  in  securities  shall  be  under  their  direction. 

The  Library  and  Cawnkt. 

Skction  25.  Once  every  year  the  Standing  Committee  shall 
report  to  the  Society  respecting  the  state  of  the  library  and  cab- 
inet. 

Section  26.  No  book  shall  be  taken  from  the  library  but 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  Librarian,  who  shall  make  a  record  of 
the  same. 

Section  27.  The  Publishing  Committee  may  make  use  of  the 
library  without  restriction. 

Section  28.  Newspapers  and  maps  may  be  taken  from  the 
library  only  by  the  Publication  Committee. 

Section  29.  All  persons  who  take  books  from  the  library 
shall  be  answerable  for  any  injury  or  loss  of  the  same  which  shall 
be  estimated  by  the  Standing  Committee. 

Section  30.  The  Librarian  shall  acknowledge  each  gift  that 
may  be  made  to  the  library  or  cabinet. 

Section  31.  A  ticket  or  book  plate  shall  be  pasted  on  the 
inside  cover  of  each  volume,  signifying  that  it  is  the  property  of 
the  Society ;  and  if  a  gift,  bearing  the  name  of  the  giver. 

Section  32.    The  Librarian  shall  at  every  meeting  report  in 
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writing  all  accessions  made  to  the  library  and  cabinet  since  the 
preceding  meeting,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  submit  a  detailed 
report  of  the  condition  and  number  of  volumes  and  pamphlets  in 
the  library. 

Section  33.  No  books,  newspapers,  maps,  or  manuscripts  of 
great  value  shall  be  taken  from  the  library  except  by  a  vote  of 
the  Standing  Committee. 

Section  34.  The  Librarian  is  authorized  and  required  to 
transmit  to  other  societies  the  publications  of  this  Society  in 
exchange  for  publications  received  from  them,  and  also  to  such 
public  institutions  and  libraries  as  the  Standing  Committee  may 
designate. 

By-Laws,  How  Amended. 

Section  35.  These  by-laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at 
any  business  meeting  of  the  Society,  provided  the  amendment 
has  been  proposed  at  a  previous  annual  meeting,  or  notice  of  the 
proposed  amendment  is  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 


■ 
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MAINE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

—  

OFFICERS  FOR  1901-2. 

President, 

JAMES  PHINNEY  BAXTER,  Portland. 

Vice  President, 
RUFUS  KING  SEW  ALL,  Wiscasset. 

Treasurer, 

FRITZ  HERMANN  JORDAN,  Portland. 

CoRRESl'ONDING  SECRETARY,  UlOGRAPlIER, 

J  O  S  E  P  1 1    WILLI  A  M  SON,    Belfas  t. 

Recording  Secretary,  Librarian,  Curator, 
HUBBARD  WINSLOW  BRYANT,  Portland. 


STANDING  COMMITTEE. 


Henry  Sweetser  Burrage, 

Portland. 
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